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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN, 
ON THE FEAR OF GOD. 


God is the proper object of religious fear. 

In the last number, £ gave encouragement to my young - 
seaders to expect me to offer some reasons, why they should 
fear God. J invite them, therefore, to attend to the follow- 
ing. 

God is your morai Governor, and rightful disposer ; you 
are his creatures dependent on him, and accountable to him. 
From these two truths, it results, that it is reasonable and 
right, that you should fear before him, and serve him. As 
he is your Creator and moral Governor, he has a right to 
your love and service: you are not your own, and you have 
no right to employ your faculties otherwise than in his ser- 
vice. Tocast off the fear of God is to rebel against him, and 
to set at defiance his authority. But consider what a Being 
God is! He is almighty in power, and of course can do 
whatsoever he pleases! He is independent in his existence, 
and above the controu] of creatures in his operations, of 
course none can hinder him. Has he created you? He is 
able to destroy you! Has he created you capable of happi- 
ness ? He can make you completely and unceasingly happy ! 
Has he given you a rational existence ? And can he not pre- 
serve it? Has he excited in you desires for immortality ? Aud 
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can he not fill your desires? As his creatures, you are de- 
pendent on him; and as his subjects, accountable to him; 
Is it not therefore reasonable and right that you should fear 
before him? 

Again: God has all knowledge. With him is no darkness 
at all. He comprehends his creatures in all their relations, 
and under all their circumstances. He knows their designs 
and expectations, their thoughts and feelings,—and all their 
conduct. He can bring to light their works performed in se- 
cret, and reveal all that is wrong in their characters. He 
searcheth the hearts and trieth the reigns of the children of 
men, that he may award them according to their charac- 
ters. 

Again: Godis a Being of perfect rectitude. He has an 
undoubted right to the power he exercises over you. He 
has not usurped it, neither doth he manage its concerns un- 
wisely. Infinite wisdom and infinite goodness secure him 
from a possibility of error, or injustice in any of his adminis- 
trations. He has made known his laws with their penalty : 
they are holy, just and good, founded in the relation between 
him and his creatures, and as unchangeable as his perfections. 
The holiness of his nature is made known by his laws. In 
his administrations, he maintains an unchangeable regard 
for the honour and stability of his government. He is no 
respector of persons ; he does injustice to none of his crea- 
tures, neither does he wrong any. In punishing rebellious 
subjects, he treats them according to their characters, and in 
dealing with some in mercy, he does it in a manner which is 
consistent with rectitude. In his administrations, he is car- 
rying forward a vast scheme of operation, which will termi- 
nate in the most glorious results. Benevolence shines 
through the whole and reflects a glory upon his character. 
In the words of the prophet Jeremiah, Forasmuch as there is 
none like unto thee, O Lord, thou art great, and thy name is 
great in might. Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? 
for to thee doth it appertain; forasmuch as unto all the wise 
men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none 
like unto thee. Saith the Psalmist, O worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness, fear before him all the earth. Say 
among the heathen, that the Lord reigneth ;—he shalljudge 
the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth. 
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Will you not learn to fear the God of heaven, whose laws are 
good, and whose administrations are right ? 

Again: You are entirely in his hands. You are the crea- 
tures of his care; you cannot live without his sustaining pow- 
er! You cannot provide yourselves with the common enjoy- 
ments of life, without his blessing! ‘To him you owe every 
enjoyment, and on his providence are you dependent for all 
future supplies ! It is impossible for you to be happy, unless 
he be pleased to grant unto you the means of enjoyment. He 
has formed you for his service,—capable of happiness in his 
service, and he delights in-your happiness. If you serve 
him by walking in his commandments, you are assured of his 
everlasting favour. In view, then, of your dependance on 
God, and your accountability to him, is it not becoming you 
to fear before him? Is he your moral Governor, possessed of 
every possible perfection, which can add glory to his charac- 
ter? is he guided by wisdom and benevolence in all his dis- 
pensations? Does he require your love and reverence? Does 
he place before your minds motives to entice you to his ser- 
vice? Does he assure you, that in keeping his commands, — 
there is great reward? And can he dispose of you for time 
and for eternity, as shall be most for his glory? Must you 
not acknowledge, that he is the proper object of your religious 
fear? ‘To fear God is not weakness, nor is it superstition 5 it 
is proof of good understanding. 

if such is the character of God, how great is the folly and 
how great is the danger of those who cast off the fear of God 
and live as if there was no God! Such youth may think that 
their mountain standeth strong, and put far off the evil day, 
at the same time, they are in danger of an awful overthrow. 
That God in whose hands they are, whose power they defy, 
whose commands they violate, whose threatenings they dis- 
regard, and whose holiness they hate, will not always keep 
silence! ‘Though judgment is delayed for a season, yet it will 
be executed. ‘Tne Lord will vindicate his injured honour 
and abused patience. The time is coming when all the im- 
penitent, whether old or young, will be afraid: when the 
stoutest hearts will melt like wax! For who can stand against 
the Lord, or who can contend with him in judgment ? Shall 
man that w@ worm, and the son of man which is a worm? 
Be warned, youthful readers, to think on your ways! If you 
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are casting off fear and restraining prayer before God, how 
unwise a part are you acting! How dangerous is your condi- 
tion! Continuing in this state, can your hour hands be strong 
or your hearts endure, when Almighty God shall execute his 
indignation upon you? Learn then, to fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. Then 
will you be useful! in life, happy in death, and blessed for ever. 
F- 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 


Mr. Eprror, 

With the remarks which I sent you, on the story of thie 
cabin boy and his captain, I intimated that at some future 
time I would endeavour to furnish your youthful readers with 
further remarks on the subject of experimental religion. The 
subject appeared too important to be left in such an unfinish- 
ed state. The remarks which I promised I now send you, 
accompanied with a desire and a prayer, that our young 
friends may read them under the teaching of the Spirit of 
truth. A FATHER. , 

Quest. What is experimental religion? It is persona! 
and inward acquaintance with the religion of the gospel. It 
is one of the doctrines of the gospel; that in order to see the 
kingdom of God, a man must be born again. When this 
change ts actually experienced ; this is experimental religion. 
The truth contained in the Bible, is doctrinal religion; but 
when it is known and feltin our heart, it is experience. This 
branch of religion does not consist in the understanding’s be- 
ing stored with correct sentiments ; but rather in the heart’s 
being filled with right feelings. 

The heart is the seat of holy affections. These affections 
are therefore out of the sight of all except God and ourselves. 
When they are manifested in holy practice, they become 
practical religion. Experimental religion, when distinguish- 
ed from doctrinal and practical, is holiness exercised in the 
heart. The word of God requires holiness and describes it : 
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and that which the word requires and describes, the convert 
experiences in his own heart. 

{t is one question, What does experimental religion consist 
i? and another, What are the evidences that we possess it P 
As to the first question, I have already said, that experimental 
religion is holiness exercised in the heart Holiness, in the 
most proper sense, consists wholly in right exercises of heart. 
The law requiring supreme love to God, is not holiness. It 
requires it, and therefore is with propriety denominated a 
holy law. External action is not, in its most proper sense, 
holiness. No motion of the hana, foot, or tongue, can of it- 
self be holy. Such motion receives its character wholly from 
that state of the heart which produces it. If the heart be 
holy, then the external actions which are thereby produced, 
are denominated holy actions or ‘ good works:” but if the 
heart be not holy, then the same actions are considered as 
* dead works.” 

The hearts of moral agents form the only soil in which ho- 
liness can possibly grow. Right affections of heart are holi- 
ness. And holiness is the sum total of all experimental reli- 
gion. But what is holiness? A right understanding. of-this 
question is of the highest consequence. If we do not forma 
right conception of holiness, we cannot have a right under- 
standing of the subject which is now before us. God ts per- 
fectly, yea, infinitely holy: there can be no holiness in us 
without conformity to Gods ‘because it is written, Be ye 
holy, as lam holy.” The holiness of God was manifested in 
the person of Christ; of whose fullness all experimental 
Christians receive, and grace for grace. ‘The law of God 
requires holiness, and wien this law comes to be written on 
the table of the heart, holiness has an actual existence there. 
This is true religion experienced. Holiness in us is nothing 
short of areal conformity of heart to God,—to Christ,—to the 
law. But you will now wish to know wherein consists the holi- 
ness of God,—of Christ,—of the law. God is holy, because 
“ God is fove.”? Christis holy because he is love. The Jaw 
is holy because it requires love. But who is there that does 
hot exercise love? It is true, that all intelligent agents exer- 
cise love of some kind. All love, however, is not of the na- 
ture of holiness: for sinners /ove—those who love them. 


This is as much as to say; the worst of men possess love to 
One 
av 











294 Experimental Religion. 


themselves, and to others in relation to themselves. All tlie 
love which exists in the hearts of moral agents can be com- 
prised under two heads, benevolent and selfish love. The 
creature whose heart is totally depraved, loves himself, and 
himself alone. He lays up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich towards God; he eats and drinks unto himself, and lives 
unte himself. Selfis the centre of all his affections and ac- 
tions. 

Now this love which terminates in self is no part of obedi- 
ence to the law of God. The law of God allows every crea- 
ture to exercise love towards himself. The command is, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The law is not 
transgressed merely by my loving myself; but, by my not 
loving my neighbour as myself. ‘The law requires a univer- 
sal and disinterested love: Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself. God 
and our neighbour are to be understood to comprehend our 
Creator and all his rational family. The love which God 
manifests, perfectly corresponds with the requirements of his 
Jaw. His love is universal, impartial and disinterested. His 
love of good will is exercised towards all his creatures, and is 
not quenched by the basest treatment which he receives from 
them ; else he would not so have loved the world as to give 
his only begotten Son, to die for it. As God is impartial in 
the exercise of benevolence towards all his intelligent crea- 
tures, so he is impartial in the exercise of the love of compla- 
cence towards all benevolent creatures, without any respect 
of persons. 

Now we are prepared to understand what is meant by ex- 
perimental religion. It is conformity to God. It is to be 
holy as he is holy. Itis to possess that benevolent affection 
‘which regards and seeks the happiness of all, not excepting 
our bitterest enemies. That heart which has experienced 
the religion of the gospel, will be prepared to take delight in 
all benevolent beings in the universe. Such a one will love 
God; that is, he will be delighted with the manifestation of 
his holiness. ‘To the new born soul the character of Christ, 
considered as the holy One of God, will appear precious ;. the 
character of the holy angels will appear amiable, on account 
of their attachment to their righteous sovereign: and this 
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vill be the case with the character of all on earth, who give 
evidence of their being the friends of Christ. 

When we have an inward discovery of the evil of sin, so 
as to feel towards it as He feels, who says, “ Oh do not that 
abominable thing which my soul hateth!” ‘This is experi- 
mental religion. And when we have the same sweet appro- 
bation of Jesus Christ that He has, who said by a voice from 
heaven, “ This is my beloved Son in whom [ am well pleas- 
ed ;—this is experimental religion. 

Many ofthe youth who read this periodical work entertain 
a hope that they are acquainted with experimental religion ; 
and others of them may yet entertain such a hope. And 
there is no reader whether young or old, but that needs to be 
acquainted with the experimental part of the religion of the 
gospel. How nearly then must it concern every reader, to 
form a just conception of Christian experience, and know 
what it is. And what, my youthful readers, for it is your 
instruction which [ have more particularly in view, what is 
experimental religion besides holiness exercised in the heart P 
Repair to your Bible and see what they teach on this inte- 
resting subject. If you should read from Genesis to Revela- 
tion, with a view to get determined on this point, I am per- 
suaded that you will find no experimental religion there 
described, except that which consist in purity of heart. The 
pure in heart, and none else, shall see God. Without holi- 
ness no man shall see the Lord. Holinessis the sum total of 
all Christian experience. ‘That humility, which is the oppo- 
site of pride, is holy humility. It is a branch which shoots 
forth from that charity which “ seeketh not her own.” A 
meek forgiving spirit, in distinction from an angry and con- 
tentious spirit, is another branch of holy love. A spirit of 
prayer is a part of experimental religion; and a spirit of 
prayer grows out of aspirit of love to God and man. 

If we have any feelings which we have called our religious 
experiences, and if we have valued them ever so much, 
should they upon examination appear to have nothing in 
them of the nature of holiness,—nothing of the holy image of 
God, we ought no longer to make any dependence upon 
them. | 

(To be continued. ) 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF B. R. 


The subject of this article was born ina small village near 
Boston, and was the son ofa minister, who was much respect- 
ed for his talents and piety. His mother possessed a vigor- 
ous and highly cultivated mind, with which she combined 
every quality which could render her character amiable and 
engaging. ‘They discovered early indications in this their 
favourite son, of supertor intellectual parts, and formed 
many sanguine expectations with respect to his future char- 
acter and usefulness. ‘They not only dedicated him to God 
in baptism, but frequently offered their united prayers that 
this child of so much promise might be early imbued with the 
grace of God ; and if it were the good pleasure of heaven, 
that he might become a faithful minister of the gospel. Dur- 
ing his earlier years, which were spent under the paternal 
roof, he discovered rather a serious disposition, and was much 
inclined to inquire and reflect on the subject of religion. At 
a period much eatlier than is usual, he had formed a con- 
nected view of the great truths of religion, and whenever he 
heard any peculiar doctrine of the gospel attacked, he would 
often put himselfin a defensive attitude, and by an appro- 
priate reference to the word God would completely silence . 
his adversary. During all this time, however he made no 
pretentions of having felt the power of religion, though he 
gave every indication of being a serious, and sometimes an anx- 
yous inquirer. 

At the age of sixteen, he was sent from home to attend a 
grammar school in a neighbouring state,and was placed as a 
boarder in the family of an eminently godly minister. Here 
he had an opportunity of hearing the same excellent instruc- 
tion which he had formerly enjoyed at home; and it was 
ordered in providence that after he had been there a short 
time, there commenced a glorious revival of religion. It soon 
became general in the academy with which he was connect- 
ed; and his ownreligious impressions were evidently revived 
and deepened by the spirit of God. It was not long before 
the new song seemed to be put into his mouth, andhe was re- 
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joicing in the hope that he had becomea child of God. The 
intelligence filled the hearts of his parents and friends with 
joy, for all had regarded him as a youth of uncommon prom- 
ise, and nothing seemed now to be wanting to complete their 
highest wishes. For reasons, however, with which we are 
not acquainted, he did not at that time make a public profes- 
sion of religion; and the event proved, that it was most 
wisely ordered in the providence of God to avert from the 
visible church the foul stain of apostacy. 

When he had nearly completed his seventeenth year, he 
was admitted a member of the Harvard University, where he 
greatly distinguished himself by his classical attainments, and 
finally received one of the highest honours of his class. Dur- 
ing the first year of his residence at college, he was exemplary 
in all his deportment, and so far as is known adhered firmly 
to the great truths of the gospel. But after a while, it was 
ascertained that he was forming a speculative habit, and had 
began to doubt with respect to some important doctrines of 
the Bible. He was however littlein the habit of communicat- 
ing with his friends on these subjects, and when interrogated’ 
with respect to them always gave when it was practicable, an 
evasive answer. It was clear, however, that there was an 
evident struggle constantly going on in his mind, and that the 
effort which he was making to efface the good impressions of 
his earlier years, and to adopt a false system of faith, was re- 
gisted by distinct and frequent remonstrances. of conscience. 
Before he left college however, ‘he yentured to express his 
opinions more openly, which to the great griefof his friends 
proved to be thoseof a Socinian. He even ridiculed the doc- 
trine of Christ’s atonement, and declared that his former im- 
pressions were only the passing effects of a fanatical imagina- 
tion. 

We shall not stop here to describe the anguish of his pa- 
rents under this burden of disappointed expectation. ‘The 
young man immediately after he graduated went into a 
lawyer’s office in Boston, with an intentionto read a course of 
law. After remaining there about a year and a half, his 
morals, which had not appeared to undergo any material 
change during the fatal transition from the most correct and 
evangelical to the most deeply erroneous views of the gospel, 
wecame so deeply infected, that the evil could no longer be 
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concealed from his friends and associates. Mortified by the 
detection of some gross criminality, he left Boston, and went 
to Baltimore, where he completed his profession and was ad- 
mitted tothe bar. Notwithstanding his moral character la- 
boured under a burden of reproach, his sprightly and inquis- 
itive mind, combined with a high degree of pleasantry and good 
nature, and a considerable share of native eloquence, procur- 
ed for him, for a while, a considerable degree of popularity. 

From Baltimore, he removed to Washington, where he 
gained considerabie reputation as a writer in a public journal ; 
and some of his poetical effusions, which are still extant, bear 
strong marks of an original genius. After a residence of 
three or four years in the capital, during which time, he ac- 
quired by his literary exertions a considerable estate he re- 
turned to Massachusetts, and settled in the vicinity of his na- 
tive place. His father and mother had both died during his 
absence, and thus were saved the bitterness of following him 
through the whole of his melancholy career. 

His opposition to the truths of the gospel now became ex- 
ceedingly violent. Wane 2 was hearing the same trains 
delivered from the pulpit which he had formerly professed to 
receive and love, you might observe his countenance, often 
kindling with rage and resentment. The faithful minister 
under whose preaching he sat, was openly stigmatised asa 
fanatic or a hypocrite, andhis satyrical powers were exerted 
in order the more successfully to hold him up to public con- 
tempt. He also continued his immoral practices, and often 
made himself disgusting by intoxication. 

In the midst of this guilty and miserable career, this un- 
happy man was the victim of a violent disease. At the mo- 
ment when he was brought upon the confines of death, con- 
science awoke to do its office. Inthe agony of despair, he 
sent for the minister, confessed the truth of those doctrines 
which he had opposed, and expressed the most fearful appre- 
heusious with respect to his future condition. It pleased God, 
however, to restore him to health, and the melancholy fact 
proved that the dispensation had made him a more hardened 
and abandoned wretch than ever. During several successive 
years, it was ordered in the providence of God, that at short 
Intervals he should have seasons of violent sickness, and some- 
times of mental derangement. In every instance, he confess- 
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ed his gilt as a sinner, acknowledged the justice of God in his 
condemnation, and avowed his deliberate conviction that every 
one of the doctrines which he had ridiculed was the truth 
of God. At these seasons the agony of his mind was unutter- 
able. The abyss of the damned seemed to be uncovered 
before him, and he appeared, so far as is possible in the 
present life, to have a full impression of all the horrors of the 
world of woe. 

At length in the year —— after a long season of the most 
violent opposition to religion, under a slight bodily indisposi- 
tion, he fellinto a kind of partial delirium, and consceience 
once more rose to do her office. For several days, he wan- 
dered about in the most awful gloom, mingling the most hor- 
rid imprecations and blasphemies with repeated expressions 
of his conviction that he should soon be in the world of tor- 
ment—‘ Let me alone,’ said he to a friend, who wished to do 
something to relieve him, ‘Let me alone, and let me sink to 
perdition, the place for which my sins have prepared me, 
Tell my son to avoid the company, the practices, and the 
opinions of the wicked. 1 first cast away the truths of the « 
Bible, and the final result has been, that I have sunk to the 
degradation and wretchedness.’ 

On the morning of a certain day, he returned to his apart- 
ment in great anguish of mind, and having locked himself in, 
refused to admit any of his friends, or even the family with 
whom he resided. After listening for some time to his groans 
and expressions of horror, and suspecting that he might pos- 
sibly have formed a design to destroy his life, they at length 
burst through the door, and found this wretched man weltering 
in his own blood and writhing in the agonies of death. Exer- 
tions were used to heal the fatal wound which his own hand 
had made; but it was too late: all was in vain. He expir- 
ed in a few minutes in the presence of many spectators, who 
had assembled to witness the awful catastrophe. 

From the affecting history of this unhappy man, we may 
collect some instructive lessons. : 

1. In the first place, here is an awful instance of the abuse 
of talents. The subject of this article possessed intellect 
which, had it been combined with a virtuous character, might 
have made him conspicuous in almost any department of hu- 
man action. He might have been one of the brightest orna- 
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ments of society, might have benefitted the world by his in- | 
fluence and example, and died embalmed in the affection of 
all hisacquaintance. But how very different was his career. 
Instead of improving his talents for the glory of God and the 
good of his fellow men, they were employed in endeavouring 
to injuire the cause of truth, and to diffuse moral corruptiou 
through every department of society. Let the youth who 
prides himself upon his talents learn from this sad story, that 
talents alone do not con‘er any enviable distinction. Intellect- 
ual greatness combined with moral depravity, constitutes one 
of the most gloomy objects, that the mind can contemplate. If 
you have talents, be thankful for them; but remember that 
they confer no honour upon you, unless they are employed in 
the cause of virtue. Far better that you should be an idiot, 
than a giant of genius, ifthose lofty faculties are to be buried 
in indolence and sloth, or to be perverted to the purpose of dis- 
honouring God, and stabbing the best interests of society. 

How fearful must be the situation of a man who has thus a- 
bused and perverted the gifts of heaven, in the prospect of a 
final retribution, ox even of adying bed? What must be 
his reflections on reviewing a life made up of one continual 
scene of crime, and on which no bright spots appear to relieve 
the eye from a uniform and most awful gloom?e What must 
be his emotions when the curtain of death is actually falling 
areund him, and the world of retribution is opening upon his 
eye? On, what must it be to hear from the lips of the Judge 
the awful doom ofa wicked and unprofitable servant? 

2. We learn from this history the danger of speculating 
upon religion. It is not uncommon, particularly for young 
persons,to make the truth of religion the subject of much spec- 
ulation ; and as a consequence of the indulgence of this spirit, 
to frame systems of faith which accord more with their own 
corrupt feelings than with the oracles of the living God. But 
perhaps there is hardly a more dangerous employment than 
this. The best way to guard yourself against religious error, 
is to feel deeply and practically that religion is a personal 
concern; and that your opinion with respect to it can never 
alter the real fact. You may flatter yourself if you choose, 
that you can atone for your sins by your own works, or that 
the awful threatnings of the Bible are to be regarded as a false 
alarm, or that the gospel speaks peace to all without distinc- 
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iion of character; but you cannot embrace a more fatal mis- 
take. The utmost which you can effect by such a course is 
to blunt the power of conscience for alittle season ; but take 
heed lest it kindle a hell in your bosom, in the day of adver- 
sity and death. Ifyou will avoid this evil, let your religious 
opinions be drawn directly from the Bible ; and receive with 
cordial sincerity whatever you there find revealed. Reject 
nothing merely because it opposes your natural feelings. 
Never think to extend your speculations beyond the limit 
which God’s word prescibes; and if you do, remember you 
have no assurance but that you shall be lost in the mists of 
error and absurdity. | 

3. We see from this history how false is the notion that 
faith has nothing to do with religious practice. Until this 
unhappy man had thrown away his evangelical principles, 
aud formed for himseif a system of error, he was externally 
correct and moral. But the wreck of his religious principles 
was soon followed by corresponding immoralities in his de- 
portment. When he abandoned evangelical sentiments; 
there was nothing to keep him from sinking into vice. 
No doubt correct opinions on religion may exist, where the 
influence of religion is not felt in the heart; but it is not true 
that there can be purity of heart, where the fundamental truths 
ofthe gospel are not received. If therefore, youembrace a 
system of error, you sweep away the very foundation of 
practical religion; and you have no right to expect any thing 
else, however moral and unexceptionable your character may 
now be, but that the fruit of your errors will ere long discov- 
er itself in a course of open and unblushing iniquity. 

4. Weshould learn from this history to distrust our own 
experience and resolutions. There was a time when this 
unhappy man believed that he had experienced the washing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. He firm- 
ly resolved that he would devote himself to the service of God, 
and spend his life in promoting the interests of his kingdom. 
Bat alas! the resolution was formed in his own strength. He 
forgot the decietfulness of the heart, and doubtless in the pride of 
self-confidence said to himself, ‘ My mountain stands strong.’ 
But the event proved that his resolution was as the morning 
cloud and the early dew. But a few years, and he openly de_ 
nies and insults that Saviour whom he once professed to rev. 
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erence and rejoice in as the only foundation of his hope. 
Learn from his experience, my young friends, not to rest sat- 
isfied with any particular season of religious experience. 
Many have been brought down in the dust, and have fancied. 
that they have taken the new song upon their lips, and after 
all have exhibited the most melancholy example of apostacy. 
The only evidence of piety upon which you can consistently 
rely, isa hope growing stronger and brighter—a more humble 
walk with God—more vigor and constancy and elevation of 
christian affection. The path of the just is as the shining 
light, which shineth brighter and brighter unto the perfect 
day. 

5. We here see the testimony which conscience renders 
to the great truths of Revelation. Here isa man who for 
years has openly rejected and ridiculed all the most impor- 
tant doctrines of the gospel, brought upon his sick bed, and 
giving the most unequivocal testimonies to the truth of every 
one ofthem. In the period of health and prosperity, he be- 
lieved that Jesus Christ was a mere man and lived for no 
higher purpose than Plato or Socrates; that the doctrine of 
atonement in only an unfounded and foolish speculation ; that 
there is no world of torment for the ungodly, if indeed there 
should chance to be an hereafter. When he is sick, he be- 
lieves that there is no salvation except through the merits of 
a Divine Saviour, and that all who do not repent and believe 
in Christ must experience indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish without mixture. Whence this surprising 
change. The true secret of it is, that the prospect of death 
has waked up a sleeping conscience, which bites like a serpent 
and stings like an adder. Itis the testimony of God to his 
own truth. There is no better time to try the efficacy of our 
religious opinions than when we are laid upon a bed of sick- 
ness. If conscience remonstrates, then in that honest hour, 
we have reason to believe that we hold them at our peril. 

Finally: let every young person learn from this affecting 
history the danger of dallying with temptation. If you enter 
on acareer of vice you know not where you will stop. By 
an insensible and unexpected progress, you may go on from 
one step to another, till your character, your usefulness, your 
happiness, the peace and comfort of your friends have all 
mingled in a general wreck.—You may not indeed, like the 
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‘userable man whose history you have now been contemplat- 
-ng, close your career amidst the horrors of suicide; though 
even with respect to this, you have no security; but the mis- 
eries of another death await you, concerning which I can only 
say that they are untold and eternal. As the conclusion of 
the whole matter therefore, let me exhort you to walk in wis- 


dom’s ways which are ways of pleasantness, and in her paths 
which are peace. OBSERVER. 


~~ 1 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE. 


The gift of speech is one distinguished expression of God’y 
goodness toman. It pives him the ascendency over irra- 
tional creatures, both in point of means of knowledge and 
enjoyment. In the possession of this gift, man ranks above 
the beasts of the field as well as in the noble and exalted fac- 
ulties of his soul. Perhaps, however no one of the Creator’s 
gifts to man, has been subject to more abuse than that of 
speech. And on no subject do youth stand in greater need 
of instruction, than the due government of the tongue. They 
are forming habits for life; and on them would I urge con- 
siderations, which by the blessing of God, may serve to res- 
train and guide them in the use of language. Language is the 
vehicle of thought, and when this is prostituted to profanity, 
or impurity, it is the means of moral corruption. ‘The youth- 
ful reader must be sensible, that upon the government of his 
tongue, or his use of language, is depencing in no inconsider- 
able degree, the formation of his moral character, and his 
reputation in the world. 

‘The tongue is that member of the body which is the most 
concerned in speech; and notwithstanding other organs or 
parts are employed in articulation, yet the tongue is spoken of 
in the Bible as the ruling member, and in some connexions it 
is represented as controling the whele body. Saith the 
Apostle James, “ Behoid we put bits in the horses mouths 
that they may obey us, and we turn about their whole body.” 
~—~Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and 
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are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with u 
very small helm, whithersoever the governour listeth: even 
so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold how great a matter a little fire kendleth. Here ref- 
erence is made to the mischievous effects of an improper use 
of the tongue, in allusion to which, continuing his metaphoric 
language, he calls the tongue a fire, —aworld of iniquity— 
and affirmeth that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 


fire the coursé of nature, and is set on fire of hell. He, who 


has that command of himself, that he does not offend in word, 
is said, inthe language of Scripture to be a perfect man, able 
also to bridle the whole body. 

Youth should remember that speech is the gift of God, and 
that the government of the tongue requires that it be employ- 
ed in the manner for which God intended it. It was design- 
ed for holy in contradistinction to unholy uses, for good in 
contradistinction to baduses. ‘The government of the tongue 
requires the use. of such language as is not forbidden in the 
word of God. 

It requires, That men uniformly speak the truth. Al! 
falsehood is strictly forbidden; and every sentence, uttered 
with an intention to deceive is of the nature of falsehood. Some- 
times persons may be ignorant of subjects on which they have 
occasion to speak, and from ignorance may say things which 
are not strictly true; but when they speak according to the 
best of their knowledge, without any intentional deceit, they 
are said to speak,the truth. Speaking truth implies that our 
speec: be in accordance with our knowledge, and that it ex- 
press our feelings and sentiments. If the tongue be prosti- 
tuted in speaking falsehood, it does injury either to him who 
thus prostitutes it, or to some other person, or to both accord- 
ing to the nature and circumstances of the falsehood ; it tends 
likewise to destroy confidence in testimony, and to excite 
distrust between man and man. Lying lips are an abomi- 
nation to the Lord; but they that deal truly are his delight. 
Lie not one to another ; 3_therefore putting away lying. 
Speak every man truth with his neighbour. 

Again: The government of the tongue forbids the use of 
profane or obscene language. The tongue was not given 
to be employed in blasphemy, or in uttering profane oaths, 
or in using obscene language, calculated to pollute the minds 
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of others. All oaths uttered in anger or sport are forbidden, 
as well as obscene and impure words. The command, thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, is bind- 
ing on ail persons, without exception. This command for- 
bids a light and trifling use of any of the names of the Su- 
preme Being, and all-irreverence in our language concerning 
him. Satd the Lord Jesus, Swear not at all, neither by 
heaven for tt 1s God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is his 


footstoal ; neither by Jerusalem, for it ws the city of the 


great king ; neither shalt thou swear by thine head, because 
1Wie canst not make one hair whice or black. In ‘this pro- 
hibition are specified some of the forms of profane oaths, 
which were prevalent among the Jews, to whom it was ad- 
dressed, all of which, and all other profane oaths are forbid- 
den, in the sweeping clause—szwear not at all. -Obscene lan- 
guage may be ranked with profane language, as it tends to 
corrupt and vitiate the mind. vil communications corrupt 
good manners. Let no corrupé communication proceed out 
of your mouth: but formecation and all uncleanness, tet it 
not be once named among you, netther filthiness, nor foolish 
talking, nor gesting, which are not convenrent. 

The government of the tongue precludes the use of wrath- 
ful languag ce. He who speaketh in anger generally pro- 
voketh passion in others A soft answer turneth away 
wrath ; bet grievous words stir up anger. flow often has 
an unkind expression provoked resentment, and resentment 
led to contention, and contention to variance, and variance to 
open enmity. Most of the wars between nations, may be 
traced back to small differences, which with soft answers 
might have been reconciled, but which were widened and wi- 
dened, till they terminated in open hostilities. The same is 
true of contentions between individuals. ‘They arise trom 
the license of the tongue, and might be avoided were that un- 
ruly member restrained. 

Further: Yo govern the tongue requires that you say no- 
thing disadvantageous to the reputation of others. Insin- 
vations and suspicions are often thrown out concerning ab- 
sent persons, which have no foundation, except in the minds 
of those who utter them. These may be greatly to their 
personal injury, yet how often are they reported as undoubt- 
ed facts. J'o spread a —" report, concerning whick 
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ou have no knowledge, may be doing a great injury to a 
illow being ; and merely telling it, as a report, when it is in 
your power to suppress it, evinces a want of kindness to oth- 
ers. When the means of information are in your reach, by 


_reference to which you might ascertain what is reported of 
- another to be untrue, you are bound, if you would govern your 


tongue, to prove that slanderous report untrue, or else sup- 
press it by forbearing to give currency to it. Itis not neces- 
sary that you say all, that may in truth be said; affecting the 
characters and interests of others, when there is no occasion 
for it. The command, thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self, requires you to be as careful of his reputation, as of your 
own. It is often the case, that things are spoken of persons, 
when they are not present, by those who would not presume 
to say the same in their presence. The characters of men 
are dear to them, and the principles of the gospel forma more 
effectual guard to their characters, when acted upon, than 
any laws of civility, established by common usage in society. 

The government of the tongue requires watchfulness over 
our speech in general. Itis many times the part of wisdom 
to refrain from speaking at all. If our opinions will, in all 
probability, be misapprehended, or occasion offence, without 
prospect of good, it may be expedient to preserve silence. 
Indeed, in all cases when there is no occasion for speaking, 
the government of the tongue requires silence. And in inter- 
course with others, it requires us to consider how what we 
are going to say, will affect them. This watchfulness, if 
habitual, will preserve you from saying thiags rashly, and 
things for which you will be sorry. A word spoken is gone, 
and whatever injury it may have done, it cannot be recalled. 
Lhe tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright, but the 
month of fools poureth out foolishness: even a fool, when 
he holdeth his peace is accounted wise, and he that shutteth 
his lips is esteemed a man of understanding. 

Finally: The government of the tongue wmplies acknow- 
ledgment and worship of God. The gift of speech renders 
us capable of expressing our sense of obligation and the hom- 
age of our hearts in words. ‘To employ our tongues in the 
service of God, to raise our voices in praise to his name, to 
offer supplications at the throne of grace, with confessions of 
our sins, and thankfulness for mercies enjoyed, require re- 
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straint and watchful attention. It is evident God demands 
such acknowledgment of us, and requires our conversation in 
the world to savour of the holiness of the gospel. They who 
live unmindful of God, are said to be living without God in 
the world. They are without his favour, and in this sense 
are without God. _Irreligious persons ofter say, our tongues 
are our own, we will employ them as we please. But has 
God no demand on you? Does he require no expressions of 
homage from you? Has he given you tongues to blaspheme 
his name and not to celebrate his praise ? Or does he require 
the use of all your faculties, and that in all your language you 
should manifest reverence for his authority > Has he declar- 
ed that for any idle word which men shall speak, they shal! 
give account in the day of judgment ? And can you suppose, 
youthful readers, that he does not require the government of 
your tongues? Reflect on the considerations presented you 
in this paper, and be watchful in respect to your speech. You 
are accountable to God for the use of speech, and you are 


hastening to that day of account, when every word of your - 


lives will pass in solemn review. S. L. 


WALKS OF USEFULNESS IN AND ABOUT THE 
CITY OF NEW-YORK. 


WALK IY. 
(Continued from page 268.) 


I passed by a blacksmith’s shop, and seing a man standing 
by the door; I asked him what branch of business he car- 
riedon. ‘I make anchors, sir,” said he. ‘ Can you make 
an achor which will keep the soul ‘ sure and steadfast’ amidst 
all the storms and tempests of life?’? ‘ No, sir, that is not 
in the power of any smith in this city.” “ But I know where 
such an anchor may be obtained,” said I; “ for I have seen 
a great many persons who have had one. I have seen 
these persons continue firm and immoveable, when the waves 
have been beating against them with violence, and threaten- 
ing to overwhelm them every moment. Sometimes they 
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would appar to be dismayed, and would show signs of dis- 
trust; they would think their anchor was unsound, and that 
it would. give way. But in most cases it appeared they had 
not cast it ‘ within the veil;’ but after a little time they were 
enabled to fasten it to a reck, and then it held fast. Would 
you like such an anchor, sir, for your own safety? This an- 
chor ts the hope of seeing and enjoying Christ for ever ia 
heaven. It is this hope which sustains the Christian under 
all those numerous trials which befal him in this world; 


which trials are necessary to purify his heart and draw off 


his affections from vanities.” The smith shook his head, 
saying, * I don’t know about these things.” ‘ You will 
know, hereafter,” said 1, “ when it will be too late.” Tf left 
him ard passed up Pearl-street, where every thing seemed to 
be alive; business was very brisk; men were buying and 
selling, loading and unloading their waggons, and all seemed 
to be very happy. I could not avoid reflecting that very 
much such a state of things existed among the antideluvians 
at the time Noah was building his ark: “ They bought, they 

sold, they planted, they builded, until the day ‘that Noah en- 
tered into the ark and the flood came and destroyed them 
all.” Noah was a faithful preacher; he warned sinners to 
flee from the wrath tocome; he assured*them that God 
would bring a flood of water upon the earth and destroy 
them all unless they repented of their sins. ‘ But he seemed 
to them as one that mocked.?. They paid no regard to his 
warnings and they all perished. Let us see how the mat- 
ter stands with this generation. ‘There are a number of 
faithful preachers in this city; from Sabbath to Sabbath they 
call on this vast multitute to repent and do works meet for 
repentance: they tell them they are exposed to the wrath of 
God, and that he wili pour out his fury upon a world lying 
in wickedness: that “the heavens and the earth that are 
now kept in store, are reserved unto fire against the day of 


judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.” They inform 


them that Jesus Christ is the true ark which God has prepar- 
ed for his people, and to whom he entreats them to come and 
be saved. But in what manner are they affected by such 
exhortations? Alas! a very few are induced to give heed to 
their warnings, and accept the offers of mercy through a 
Saviour. The residue continue to follow the way of tlreir 
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own hearts, and every day more or less are overtaken by 
death and perish forever. ‘ O that they were wise and un- 
derstood these things, that they would but consider their lat- 
terend.” I continued this train of reflection until I became 
much affected, and the tears ran down my cheeks. I was 
roused from this state by the earnest entreaties of a little girl 
to a gentleman in one of the shops that he would give her a 
few cents to buy some food for her mother, who was very 
sick and had not eaten any thing fora whole day. ‘{‘ No,” 
said the man very sharply, “ I will give you nothing ; get out 
of the store, you lying little beggar ; there are scores just like 
you who infest this city, and who ought to be sent to the 
work-house and, compelled to earn their bread by the sweat 
of their brow; out, out, Isay.” ‘The poor little girl stepped 
out very quick, and cried as if her heart would break. 1 im- 
mediately said to myself, this girl is no common beggar. or 
she would not be so affected at this rebuff. ‘ What is the 
matter, my child,” said I, “that you cry so?” ‘* Qh, sir,’ 
said she, “ have you any pity for the poor and the dying? © 
Mother said she was afraid people would not believe me, but 
{ thought I would try what I could do.” “Is your mother 
sick?” said I. ‘“ Yes, sir, she is very weak, and I fear she 
will never be any better, and she has no comfortable food ; i 
tell you the truth, sir; indeed I do; I would not tell a lie to 
save even mother’ s life ; for that would displease God, and 
mether would be very angry with metoo.” 1 fully believe 
you, my child, and [ will go along with you and see your mo- 
ther.” Oh, sir, you are very kind, and mother will be 
very thankful. We passed along a narrow winding lane un- 
til we came to a shabby looking tenement. The tittle gir! 
led the way up two pair of Stairs, and opened the door into 
a small chamber, that had the appearance of great neatness, 
which indicated that the inhabitants were not given to vi- 
cious courses. ‘‘Oh, mother,” said the child, “I have 
brought a good gentlemen to see you, and I hope he will do 
something for you.” She then went up to the bed and kissed 
her very affectionately. The woman rose up in end and the 
little daughter sat down by her, and assisted to support her. 
Her pale countenance, with cheeks deeply tinged, indicated 
plainly that disease had made very considerable progress in 
her frame. “ T perceive, madam, that you are very unwe!!.’ 
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“ Yes, sir,” said she, “I have been failing in strength ivr 
several months, but have been able to support myself until 
within a few weeks, during which time this child has pro- 
cured the necessaries of life for me, by her industry. She 
has worked for the book binders, and brought home her lit- 
tle earnings, which have bought us coarse food; but we 
ought to be thankful for any thing. God has been very 
good to me, and I have been very disobedient to him; and 
his chastisements have been far less than my sins. We are 
now put to great straits, for I have been unable to set up, 
and the little girl could not be persuaded to leave me, and 
she has lost her chance at work, and another has taken her 
place. But God will provide for me as long as I live, which 
will not bea great while, and afterwards he will take cate 
of my child; for he has said, ‘ leave thy fatherless children 
and I will preserve them alive ; ;’ and his promises never fail.” 
She said all this in a very meek and humble manner, which 
convinced me that she had been with him ‘ who was meek 
and lowly in heart.’ “ You appear to have seen better 
days,ma’am,” saidI. ‘ Yes, sir,’’ said she, “ thirteen years 
since I was married to a man who was mate of a vessel; he 
was a very kind husband, and provided well for me; he 
went several voyages after we were married, and was pros- 
perous; he was very sober and frugal, and addicted to no 
bad habits, but laid up most of his wages for my support 
during his absence. But when my little Susan was about 
three years old, he washed overboard in a storm at sea. It 
was a grievous aflliction to me, but God was pleased to make 
it the means of awakening me to a sense of my sinful condi- 
tion, and I shall bless his name for ever for it. I soon re- 
moved to a more humble situation than that in which we 
lived. For atime I was very unhappy, and full of anxiety a- 
bout my situation in life... But God was pleased to give me 
the consvlations of his Spirit, and to calm all my tears. 
Cheertully relying upon his providence, I looked round for 
work, and have been highly favoured ever since, and have 
lived " comfortably until it pleased God to take away my 
strength ; ¢ but shall we receive good at the hand ofthe Lord 
and shall we not receive evil’? I have sent my little girl to 
school most of the time, and she has made good improve- 
ment; she has been a very dutiful and affectionate child, and 
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‘here i$ nothing but her to tie me to the world; but when I 
am gone some friend will appear to take care of her.” The 
child was much affected by the conversation of the mother 
and wept bitterly. “ Well, niadam,” said I, “ the first thing 
to be done is to procure something nourishing for you, and 
this I shall send you directly. . 1 set out this morning with 
the design of deing good to the souls of some of my fellow 
creatures, and God has led me to your humble dwelling to 
teach me a lesson of patience and submission. You need 
give yourself no further anxiety about yourself or little Su- 
san. She shall be taken care of if God removes you from 
her. You appear to be in possession of the true sources of 
consolation; ‘ all your springs are in God’—‘ and with joy, 
you can draw water out of the well of salvation.’ I must 
leave you for a short time, but I will see you again soon.” 
She thanked me for the interest I took in her welfare, and 
hoped that God would remember it as service done for him. 
I went into an apothecary’s shop, and procured such things 
as I thought the sick woman needed, and directed them fo be 
sent to her chamber; and also hired a person to prepare 
some gruel and carry to her. I then returned home some- 
— fatigued, but truly thankful for the adventures of the 
ay. 
(To be continued. 


A CONTRAST. 


(Continued from page 271.) 


Tn the spring came on the spinning. Mrs. Dupin was one 
of the managers. Every member of the family must send 
the minister a skein of yarn. ‘The young men would procure 
it spun, and the servants were each ambitious to gratify their 
good mistress, and carry some comfort, of their own pro- 
curing, to the house of their minister. It was a mat, a bas- 
ket, a tray, or some other article of value, the fruit of the 
labour of a winter evening. I never saw the Dapims more 
happy than when employed in discharging, as they used to 
term it, their parochial obligations. 
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Arid they were always bestowing their good things upon 
the poor. Unless they were indecent or intemperate, they 
never went away empty. Hence the virtuous poor knew 
well the way to theirdwelling. The strolling beggar they 
seldom relieved. Mrs. Dupin used to say, that what was giv- 
en to these beings was worse than lost: it rendered them idle 
and vicious. She chose to bestow her charities where she 
could be sure that they would relieve distress; this is the 
practice of her children. 

And the Dupins were proverbially hospitable. The stran- 
ger lodged in their house, and was fed at their table, and left 
his blessing on their heads. Their extensive acquaintance 
with ministers, and with other good men, made their house 
noted, and attached to the spot a sacredness which remains 
even now when the old mansion has crumbled to ruins. Ma- 
ny a stranger, in passing, has pointed to the spot where he 
was warmed, and lodged, and fed, and where there ever 
dwelt a kind, and generous, and pious hospitality. * The fine 
trees that overspread the door, loaded in their season with 
valuable fruit, invited many a gentleman to stop and share 
in the pleasures of their shade and their society. The place 
of their home was so public as to give them opportunity to 
see human nature in every variety of form, from the prince 
to the sweep. 

The house was a scene of perpetual industry : this remark 
you have anticipated. Nothing furnishes so habitually, and 
so abundantly the means of being charitable, and hospitable, 
as industry. Mrs. Dupin was never idle, and she taught 
her family to believe that to do nothing was to do wrong. 
In her family there was no person, and no hour devoted to 
idleness. If the children were promised an afternoon for fishing 
or nutting, or any other amusement, it was always on condi- 
tion that they would earn the indulgence by extraordinary in- 
dustry. And I have been certain, that the cheerfulness with 
which they have pressed their task, in the hope of indulgence, 
has made that very task an indulgence. About the old 
mansion house every thing was neat, and whole, and. hand- 
some. It was but one story high, the door was paved, and 
the green grass grew to the very threshold. In the rear was 
a fine orchard. One thing was wanting, there was no pros- 
pect. The farm was almost as level as the sea, but fertile 
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as the garden of Eden. These may seem little things, but 
not so to those who knew this good woman. Her excellence 
has consecrated every inch of soil she trod upon. I never 
pass the spot, but I stop to bless the memory of that lovely 


woman. 
{ To be continued. ) 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN A YOUNG CON. 
VERT AND AN ADVANCED CHRISTIAN. 


LETTER NO. 6. 


TO PHORMIO. 


Aveust 13, 1822. 

I rejoice, my dear young friend, that it is our peculiar hap-’ 
piness to live at this distinguished period of the world. Many 
days of darkness have intervened since the “ true light” be- 
gan to shine; but we hope that these days are almost at an 
end, and*that this “light” will soon spread over the na- 
tions. We have reason to bless God, that the kingdom of 


once his enemies are becoming his obedient friends, and unit- 
ing themselves to the people of the Lord. 

While such is the aspect of things around us, and religion 
is so much respected by nearly all classes of men, there is 


people of God, to whom he will hereafter say, “ I know you i 
not.” We ought then to be cautious how we engage in such ; 
a transaction as this. Young persons, especially, are expos- ; 
edto peculiar danger. True, tis a pleasing thing to behold 
those in the morning of life consecrating themselves to Christ 
and the church. Consequently many are often urged to pro- 
fess his name before they have had a sufficient opportunity 
to try the sincerity of their hope. 

You must not be discouraged by what I have now said, 
and wrongfully imagine that i suppose that no young persons 
ought to be admitted to the church. : Far fromit. It affords 
VOL. Iv.] 27 
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me great delight to see them expressing their attachment to 
the Redeemer. I have been speaking of those who without 
expressing any special solicitude on the subject, are urged to 
make a profession of religion within a very short period after 
they have experienced a hope. They have thought little of 
the nature and consequences of such an important procedure, 
or their own preparation for it. ‘They are very apt to ima- 
gine that others can judge correctly of their character; and 
the language of their heart seems to be, “If the people of 
God are willing to receive me as a Christian, then why 
should I not think favourably of myself. It is very apparent 
that this is not the proper criterion by which we should de- 
termine our character. ‘* Man looketh on the outward ap- 
pearance. God looketh upon the heart.” Still many, and 
especially young persons are in danger of adopting this false 
standard, viz. of judging of their characters by the opinions 
of others. 

You express in your letter no small degree of tenderness 
on this subject, and seem disposed to say, * Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” 

I will briefly notice one or two considerations which per- 
plex the minds of some, and prevent them from coming to 
any decision respecting this duty. 

It is said by some, if I should dishonour my profession, 
and finally exhibit no evidence of religion, I should “ eat and 
drink judgment”’ to myself. He who partakes of these me- 
morials of Christ’s death in an unworthy manner, will, no 
doubt, incur his disapprobation, and experience his frown 
even in this life. He who goes from the communion table to 
hell, must receive an aggravated,doom. 

While, therefore, I would deter the presumptuous, and self- 
confident, I would encourage the humble, trembling believer. 

The sins and defects of those who profess the name of 
Christ, often present a stumbling block before others. What 
fruit, it is asked, do they exhibit more than those who make 
no pretensions to religion? But why compare ourselves with 
others ? Must we dishonour and wound the Saviour because 
others do? Let each one remember that he must give an ac- 
count of himself to God. 

Some persons think that they must wait until they . 
have full and complete evidence of their love to the Saviour 
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before they make a public profession of his name. Perhaps 
you have had similar feelings yourself. If so, let me remind 
you, that this evidence can be found only in the path of obe- 
dience. If we neglect this path, our prospects of heaven will 
be dark and gloomy. If upon faithful, prayerful, humble ex- 
amination of your heart, anda diligent perusal of the word of 
God, you sagene reason to conclude that you have passed 
from death to life, that your thoughts and feelings are habitu- 
ally employed about spiritual and eternal things ; if you have 
areal desire to obey the command of Christ, binding upon 
all men, ‘ Dothis in remembrance of me,’ then go forward 
relying on his grace. 

Endeavour to gain a correct and solemn impression of the 
nature and importance of this transaction. Remember that 
it is a covenant between a holy God and a polluted sinner, 
into which you enter; that you engage to be his without re- 
serve for time and eternity. By this act you resolve to take 
ap the cross, and to do his will. 


* Should He command you to the fartherest verge 
Of the green earth, to distant barbarous climes,” 


you would not feel yourself at libeity to disobey. 
I have not time to say more. Let me hear fram you soou 
It gives us preat pleasure. May the Lord guide you and bless 
you, and render your adinission to the church below a means 
of preparing you for the church above. 
Very affectionately yours, HERMES 


ene 


BIBLICAL SOLUTIONS. 


‘Inswers to the Queslions inserted in No. 8, page 277. 


110. A. Sarah saw Ishmael the son of Hagar mockin: 
Isaac, and petitioned that they might be cast out. But i: 
srieved Abraham whoappears to have had a strong affection 
for his son. But God appeared to Abraham and bid him 
comply with Sarah’s request, assuring him that Isaac was in- 
deed the child of promise: thoug!: Ishmael, because. 
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he was Abraham’s seed, should become a nation. Accord- 
ingly Abraham furnished Hagar with bread and water, and 
sent her and Ishmael away. She wandered in the wilderness 
of Beer-sheba, and would have perished with the lad if God 
had not interposed and saved them. They seem finally to 
have taken up their residence in the wilderness of Paran, a 
district of Arabia, where Ishmael became an archer, and was 
joined in marriage with an Egyptian. Gen. 21. 10—21. 
11it. A. Abimilech, king of Philistia, perceived that 
Abraham was blessed of the Lord, and proposed to covenant 
with him for his own safety and that of his family. Accord- 
ingly after some explanations respecting a well of water 
which Abimilech’s servants had wrested from the servants of 
Abraham, they entered intocovenant. Gen. 21.22—32. 

112. A. He was commanded to offer up his son Isaac 
for a burnt offering on Mount Moriah. Gen. 22. 1, 2. 

113. A. Abraham rose inthe morning, and took two of 
his young men and Isaac, clave the wood to be used at the 
sacrifice, and went to the place where God directed him, 
distant three days journey. When he saw the place he left 
his servants and took Isaac with him to go and worship as he 
was directed. He laid the wood upon Isaac’s shoulder, and 
took in his own hand the fire and the knife. And Isaac said to 
his father, Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the 
Jamb for a burnt offering ? The father replied, God will pro- 
vide himselfa lamb. They arrived at the place, supposed to be 
the spot where afterward the Saviour was crucified. Abra- 
ham built an altar, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac 
and placed him on the altar upon the wood, and stretched 
forth his hand in which was the knife to slay him. At that 
eventful moment the angel of the Lord called to him to for- 
bear, as he had now given evidence that he feared the Lord. 
Abraham looked about him and saw a lamb caught ina 
thicket by the horns, which he offered to God instead of 
{saac, and called the place Jehovah Jireh, the meaning of 
which is, The Lord will see, or the Lord will beseen. Gen. 
22.3 —14. 

114. A. It was intended to typify the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who bore the wood of the cross up this same as- 
cent, and was there crucified 1871 years afterward. 

115. A. Iwas interested in the strangeness of the divine 
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injunction, the promptness of Abraham’s obedience, the 
strength of his faith, the submission of Isaac, who I find was 
twenty-five years of age, the timely outcry of the angel, and 
the gracious renewal of the covenant. Indeed the whole 
scene, aside from the event it was intended to prefigure, is 
interesting beyond almost any other recorded in the book of 
God. Gen. 22.1—19. 

116. A. She died in Hebron, at the age of 127 years. 
In her death Abraham was greatly afflicted, and is said to 
have mourned.and wept for her, He purchased of Ephron 
the cave of Machpelah, where he deposited her remains, and 
where afterwards were interred the bodies of Abraham, Isaac, 
Rebekah, Leah, Jacob, and the bones of Joseph. Gen. 23, 
1—17. 49.31. 50.13. Josh. 24. 32. 


THE FLOWER GIRL. 


‘*¢ Pray buy a nose-gay ofa poor orphan,” said a female | 
voice in a plantive tone, as I was passing by Hay Market. — 
I turned hastily and beheld a girl of 14, whose drapery, 
though ragged, was clean, and her form such as a painter 
might have taken for a Venus.—Her neck, without covering, 
was of the purest white; and her features, though regularly 
beautiful were interesting, and set off by a transparent com. 
plexion ; her eyes dark and intelligent, were shaded by loose 
wringlets ofraven black, and shed their sweetly supplicating 
beams through the silken shade of long lashes. On one arm 
hung a basket full of roses; the other was stretched towards 
me with arose bud, and I drew out of my pocket some 
money. 

“ Yake this, sweet innocent!” said I, putting the money 
into her hand ; ‘and may thy existence and virtue be long 
preserved !” 

I was turning from her when she burst into a flood of tears 
—her looks touched my soul—I was melted by the artless 
gratitude of the poor flower girl, and a drop of sympathy fel! 
from my owncheek. I returned to console her, when slic re- 
plied as follows: 

Yours, Sir, have been the first kind words 1 have heard 
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since I have lost all that was dear to me on earth !”—A sob 
interrupted her discourse.—“O! Sir,’ she continued, “ I 
have no father, no mother, no relation! Alas! I have no 
friends in the world!” She was silent for a few moments 
before she could proceed. “My only friend is God!—on 
him therefore will I rely. I will support with fortitude the 
miseries Tam born to experience ; and may that God ever 
protect you.” : 

She dropta courtesy full of humility and native grace ; I re- 

turned the benediction and went on. 
*¢ And can I thus leave this poor creature?” said I, as I 
walked pensively on; “ can I leave her forever, without emo- 
tion P What have I done for her that canentitle me to prayers ? 
Preserved her for a few days from death—that is all !—and 
shall I quit thee, fair flower ! tosee thee no more! to be des- 
poiled by the rude blast of adversity ! to be cropped by some 
cruel spoiler !—to drop thy lovely head beneath the blight of 
earthly sorrow! No!—thou hast been nurtured by the sweet 
tear of maternal affection; thou hast once bloomed beneath 
the sweet sun of domestic content, and under it thou shalt 
bloom again.” 

I returned to her, my heart beating with its newly formed 
Fa pose. The beautiful flower girl was again before me— 

took her hand—the words of triumphant virtue burst from 
my lips. 

“ Come lovely forlorn one !—come add one more to the 
happy group whocall me father! Their home shall be thine; 
thou shalt be taught with them that virtue alone constitutes 
true happiness.” 

Her eyes flashed with frantic joy, she threw herself on her 
‘knees before me, and burst into rapturous tears. I hushed 
her eloquent gratitude; I led her to a home of peace and 
tranquility—She loves my children; she loves their father ; 
and the poor orphan of the Hay Market is now the wife of 


my son. 





THE HALF WAS NOT TOLD ME. 


So said the queen of Sheba, when she became acquainted 
with the wisdom of Solomon. So says the soul, who be- 
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comes savingly acquainted with the excellency of Christ. 
‘¢ And behold a greater than Soloman is here!” Thus the 
irue saint continues to say, while he enjoys the comfort of 
waiking with God. So he will say again when he comes to 
appear with Christ in glory. And thus he may express the 
rapture to all eternity. .And may we not. suppose that this 
will also be the cry of the sinner, when he comes to feel the 
wrath of the despised Lamb of God? And will not the song 
f the saints be the cry of the sinner forever and ever? 
hile one is forever soaring in the realms of felicity, and the 
ther forever sinking in the regions of despair, will not this be 
their perpetual language, “ The half was not told me, the half 
was not told me !” 


ee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Lorine S. Wiix1aMs, to the Editor | 


of the Pittsburgh Recorder, dated at Newell, Choctaw Nation, 
July 1, 1822. 


Dear Sir, 
I can now tell you what the Lord Jehovah is doing for 


the honour of his great name among us, in this land of moral 
darkness and death. Within the last five weeks, we have 
had a sweet season of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. Though we cannot say that the poor Choctaw has 
received the grace of God; yet we are permitted to record 
the hopeful conversion of the more enlightened, yet still 
more degraded Negro slave. We do indulge the pleasing 
hope, that six of this class of fellow beings have been eman- 
cipated from the bondage of sin, and made freemen of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. 

Exclusive of this number, four white men, and ‘ ne mulatto 
give comfortable evidence of a change of heart, and six or 
eight more blacks,are new the subjects of serious impressions. 

There was no special attention or considerable religious 
excitement in this neighbourhood until the third Sabbath in 
‘ May last. ‘There was indeed one and only one instance of 
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conversion previous to this. But on that truly memorable 
day, we saw evident tokens of the divine presence. Our re- 
ligious exercises were conducted much as usual when we have 
no preaching. And though I have at times been ready to 
doubt whether there would be any harvest where the seed of 
the Gospel was not sown, or the preached word regularly 
dispensed; yet it pleased Him with whom is the residue of 
the Spirit to show us that there is no restraint with the Lord, 
to save by many or by few. It would be difficult to describe 
the scenes of that interesting Sabbath evening, or to relate 
what were my own feelings. ‘Those who knew well the pe- 
culiarities of my situation (alone) in this spiritual Sodom, will 
best conceive how I felt. O could the friends of Missions 
have witnessed what I have among this people within a few 
weeks past—could they listen to the unaffected prayers of 
these new converts, and hear them relate what God has done 
for their souls, ascribing all the glory to Him—they would 
rejoice with us in the early success with which this infant 
mission has been favoured. These white and black people, 
who have been made the subjects of this work, express much 
gratitude to God for sending teachers among them, and how 
earnestly do they pray for them, that all their neighbours 
may come to the knowledge of the truth. 

There is much need of more he! pers : we hunger for the preach- 
ed word. These inquiring people are as sheep without a 
shepherd. Our Rev. brother Wright has preached with us 
two Sabbaths, which is all the aid we have received since the 
work began. There is enough for 2or 3 ministers and 
teachers to do in the vicinity of this place. Ihave to-day hac 
the second call from Macedonia, Come over and help us— 
But my whole time is occupied at home in my school and 
with domestic concerns. And shall this people perish for lack 
of vision ? The Indians are ready and anxious to hear “these 
good things ;” but I am pressec on every side with labour and 
care, so that I cannot feed them, though they are starving. 

Certainly never was there such acall for missionary efforts. 
May the Lord raise up and send forth labourers into his har- 
verts ‘ Awake, awake ; put on thy strength O Zion.’ 


_In Fairfield, Con. a gradual but progressive work of di- 
vine grace is now taking place. 
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It is stated that a revival has commenced in South Wilbra- 
ham, Mass. that about. 30 already hope in Christ, and that 
the spirit of anxiety is so general that more than one hundred 
have assembled at a time to make the important enquiry, 
‘¢ what shall Ido to be saved P” 

In Worcester County,. Mass. 90 at Oakham, and 40 at Ox- 
ford have received hopes of immortal blessedness in revivals 
which are still progressing. 

In Providence, R. 1., about 80 profess to have recently ex- 
perienced a change of heart. 

In Stoddard, N. H., about 50 have become hopefully pious ; 
and more than 20 in Lyme. 

It is stated by a gentleman in Somerville, N. J., that a 
work of grace is still progressing there, which has already add- 
ed 60 to the professing friends of God. The places adjacent, 
viz. Millstone, Boundbroke, Baskenridge, Lansington and 
Rariton are more or less affected. 

On the last Sabbath in June the Church at. St. George, 
Del. embraced 40 who came forward to make a public pro- 
fession of religion, and the awakening still continues. 

Very cheering accounts are given of the progress of piety 
among the people of the Forks of Brandywine, Upper Oc- 
tarara and West Nottingham. 

The second Presbyterian Church in Wilmington has re- 
ceived a further addition of 28 members, making in the whole 
more than one hundred in less than six months. 

One hundred have lately been added to Mr. Patterson’s 
Church in Philadelphia. 

A revival of signal power and glory has been experienced 
in Weathersfield, Vt. Some particulars are so striking I will 
insert them as given in the Vt. Monitor. 

“¢ On the evening of the 4th of March, a circumstance occur- 
red, in Weathersfield, Vt. which ought to be mentioned to 
the praise of sovereign mercy. Five or six young men, on 
their return from the transactions of a town-meeting, during 
which they had appeared uncommonly volatile, coming nigh: 
a school house, where religious meetings had been frequently 
held—it was proposed by one, and agreed to by all of the m, 
to go into the house and hold a meeting. It appears that 
this proposal was made and consented to, in a light and ir- 
reverent manner. They entered the house. The one who 
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made the proposal, took a seat at the desk, the place of the 


the speaker. No sooner had he seated himself, however 
and looked around upon his companions, than he was 
struck with a deep sense of his presumption. Tears 
gushed from his eyes. Ina moment, the rest, excepting one, 
were deeply affected with a sense of their sins. ‘They retir- 
ed from the house, secretly crying for mercy, and have 
since manifested a hope of forgiveness and life through the 
blood of Jesus. The impressions, which were so suddenly 
made upon their minds, it is thought, have terminated in their 
saving conversionto God. ‘This surprising display of sove- 
reign grace, towards the youths above mentioned, was attend- 
ed with divine power upon the hearts of a number more, in 
the neighbourhood, and some who lived several miles distant. 

“The whole number of hopeful converts, from Nov. 1820, to 
May 1822, is, it is thought, not less than 160. —95 have u- 
nited with ‘the Corgregational church, perhaps 10 or 15 more 
are kept back through doubts respesting their fitness, or 
through some other cause—the rest have attached thmseelves 
toother denominations.—About two thirds of the subjects 
are youths from 14 to 22 ; and of these, the greater part are 
the children of professing parents, who became subjects of 
the revival in 1810-—T wo aged females have been liopefully 
brought into the ark of safety—one of them betweea 99 and 
an 100 years old—the other about 70. ‘The former, though 
blind, as to the eye of sense, and through infirmity unable to 
attend upon the means of public instruction, seemingly with- 
out the use of means, and contrary to all human expectation, 
was suddenly convicted by the Spirit of God. To meditate 
upon the excellencies of Christ, and to speak his praise, seems 
now to const'tnte her only employment, and to afford her 
the richest consolation.” 


DISTRESSES IN IRELAND. 


The iast accounts from Ireland are more and more depio- 
rable. At Clare, 50 persons were ill of fever. In the wes- 
tern part of Galway, men, women, and children, dying of 
starvation, and the mortality so great, that every one who 
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could was flying as from a plague. Sligo was similarly circum- 
stanced. In Cork county a typhus fever of a most malignant 
kind has already appeared. In Mayo the deaths from starv- 
ation were increasing. Inshort, a great part of the west and 
south of Ireland presented the shocking and appalling specta- 
cle of a dense population in a state of famine, and upon the 
brink of pestilence. “ We repeat,” saysthe last Dublin paper, 
*‘ that a million of men, women, and children, are starving — 
are actually dying of hunger, and in one of the finest seasons 
ever remembered, a malignant fever, with every appearance 
of the worst symptoms of pestilence, has set in.” 





ANECDOTE. 


A pious parent had three sons, who, notwithstanding al! 
his admonitions and instructions, mingled with many prayers 
and tears, grew up to manhood in scepticism and profligacy. 
When the father lay on his death-bed, the friends of the fami- 
ly, conceiving that it might perhaps produce a good impress- 
jon upon the minds of his children to let them see how a 
Christian dies, introduced them to the bedside of their expiring 
parent. But to their unspeakable grief the good man died under 
a cloud, and was destitute of those strong consolations which 
believers frequently experience in their dying hours. It was 
feared that this melancholy circumstance would confirm the 
young men in their prejudice against religion, and in their 
opinion of its being afable. However it was notso. A few 
days after the funeral the younger brother entered the room 
in which were the two elder, who, observing that he had been 
weeping, asked the causes ‘ I have been thinking,” replied 
he, ‘ of the death of our father.” ‘“ Ah !” said they, “ what 
reality can there be in religion, when such a man as he died 
in such a state of mind?” “It has affected me very differ- 
ently,” replied the younger brother. “If our father, after 
living such an exemplary life, died such a gloomy death, how 
dreadful will be our deaths after living such wicked lives !”’ 
This was like an arrow to their consciences—It led them to 
read the word of God, and constantly to attend upon the 
" means of grace ; and they ultimately became as eminent for 
piety as their father had been. 








Poetry. 
POETRY. 


HYMN FOR A SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


Childhood and youth, how vain they seem? 
Their beauty passing like a dream, 

And, soon or late, the loveliest bloom 
Destined to wither to the tomb ! 


On every breeze some danger springs 
To sweep the field with poisoned wings, 
Or life’s gay flower, ere yet ’tis blown, 
May lie in dust, untimely mown! 


Yet here, with hopeful eyes we trace 
The features of a future race, 


And, in these young immortals, see 


The germ of churches yet to be. 


God ofthe Church, which must remain 
While generations wax and wane, 

For this we toil,—O deign to bless 
The humble effort with success. 


Tn every heart,—and may we dare 
To offer up so large a prayer ? 
Yes,—from a King we importune 
With cheerful hope, a royal boon! 


In every heart, Eternal King, 
Upraise the purifying spring, 

And let the gracious Spirit rest 

Th’ indwelling Lord of every breast. 


Hence, fill thy courts with songs of praise 
Hence, ministers and people raise, 

And hence, supply the failing bands 

Who bear thy word to heathen lands. 


We plead thy promise, sovereign Lord, 
While thus we pray with one accord : 
E’en as thy promise let it be, 

For touching this, we all agree. 


